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F  ALL  the  devices  the  ingenuity  of 
bookmen  has  yet  hit  upon  to  secure 
the  attention  of  the  reader,  none  has 
been  more  widely  used  or  more  suc- 
cessful than  a  terse,  apt,  suggestive 
quotation.  Shakspere  has  been 
most  frequently  drawn  upon,  and  his  playwright's  n>it 
is  ready  and  potent  yet,  after  all  these  centuries,  to 
help  various  literary  wares  to  a  good  market. 

The  above  appeared  several  years  ago  in  the  maga- 
zine called  Shakespeariana,  followed  by  a  citation  of 
some  dozen  examples.  Believing  a  more  complete  list 
would  be  of  interest,  the  following  classified  arrange- 
ment is  offered.  A  few  of  these  are  implied  or  suggested 
by  a  quotation,  and  the  precise  text  is  not  employed; 
but  the  derivation  is  not  to  be  mistaken,  for  such  a 
happy  collocation  of  words  as  "Fortune's  Boats"  could 
only  be  inspired  by  the  speech  of  Pisanio  in  Cymbeline. 
Apparently  the  first  use  of  ShaKSPERE  as  title 
maker  is  Leigh  Hunt's  "Table  Talk";  then  fol- 
lows Hawthorne's  "Twice  Told  Tales,"  after  which 
Charles  Kingsley  with  "Westward  Ho!"  The  greater 
portion  of  these  are,  however,  books  published  within 
the  last  twenty  years.  Mr.  Howells  easily  leads  with 
thirteen  titles;    Mrs.  Brodhead  is  author  of  five  books, 
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four  of  which  owe  the  felicitous  combination  of  words 
which  form  their  titles  to  ShakspERE. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  much  the  play  of  Hamlet 
exceeds  all  the  rest  as  a  source  of  inspiration,  about 
one-third  of  the  entire  list  being  taken  from  that 
tragedy.  As  You  Like  It  is  next  in  favor,  followed 
closely  by  Macbeth  and  Othello.  In  the  case  of  the 
former,  one  title  is  used  by  three  authors,  which  brings 
that  play  two  numbers  higher  in  the  list  than  otherwise 
would  be  warranted.  Dramatists  do  not  often  find 
suggestions  for  titles  in  the  works  of  the  great  master 
— only  seven  names  seem  to  have  their  origin  in  his 
language. 

The  act  or  scene  in  which  these  quotations  occur  is 
not  given,  as  those  unfamiliar  v^ath  the  text  will  enjoy 
the  search  and,  failing  to  locate  the  lines  at  once,  are 
sure  to  hit  upon  some  others  well  worth  the  reading. 
Nor  does  this  list  claim  completeness — indeed  it  may 
be,  while  this  is  printing,  a  half  score  of  others  are  in 
process  of  incubation!  Think  of  the  good  books  that 
could  be  written  with  (at  present  unused)  titles  such 
as  "The  Whirligig  of  Time,"  "Blind  Cupid,"  "Our 
Little  Life,"  "A  Poor  Player,"  "A  Friar  of  Orders 
Grey,"  "Vaulting  Ambition,"  and  "One  Man  in  His 
Time."  V.  S. 

"Let  there  be  gall  enough  in  th^  ink,  though  thou 
write  Tvith  a  goose-pen,  no  matter:  about  it." 

— Twelfth  Night. 
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lURING  an  interval  of  ten  years  this 
List  has  been  more  than  trebled,  and 
that  without  any  special  search ;  and 
many  of  the  added  titles  were  in  use 
long  before  the  former  issue.  The 
proportion  remains  about  the  same: 
The  Merchant  of  Venice,  Julius  Caesar,  Twelfth 
Night  and  Othello  tie.  Every  play  is  now  drawn 
upon.  Troilus  and  Cressida  furnishes  four  titles — 
each  the  same  quotation. 

One  interesting  point  is  the  increase  of  titles  for 
plays,  fifty-two,  against  seven,  and  in  most  cases  they 
are  very  apt.  One  of  them  dates  from  1  776,  and 
seventeen  are  from  the  play  of  Hamlet. 

It  is  possible  that  some  authors  may  use  these  quo- 
tations unconsciously — but  HERE  they  are! 

V.  S. 

"The  dedicated  words  which  writers  use 
Of  their  fair  subject,  blessing  ever^  book" 

— Sonnets 


Thanks  are  due  Mrs.  A.  N.  Currier  for  the  sug- 
gestion  of   Thirty-six    titles   not   previously    located 
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BOOK      TITLES 
From      SHAKSPERE 

William  Dean  Howells 

A  Circle  in  the  Water 

Henry  VI 

The  Coast  of  Bohemia 

A  Winters  Tale 

A  Counterfeit  Presentment 
Hamlet 

Fennel  and  Rue 

Hamlet 

A  Foregone  Conclusion 
Othello 

A  Hazard  of  New  Fortunes 
/Cing  John 

A  Modern  Instance 

As  You  Like  It 
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BOOK      TITLES 

William  Dean  Howells — Continued 

An  Open-Eyed  Conspiracy 

The  Tempest 

Out  of  the  Question 

Love's  Labour's  Lost 

The  Quality  of  Mercy 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 

Questionable  Shapes 

Hamlet 

A  Sea  Change 

The  Tempest 

The  Shadow  of  a  Dream 
Hamlet 

This  Mortal   Coil 

Hamlet 

The  Undiscovered  Country 
Hamlet 

A  Woman's  Reason 

Treo  Gentlemen  of  Verona 
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From       SHAKSPERE 

Dorothea  Gerard 

A  Fluttered  Dove  Cote 

Corlolanus 

Pomp  and  Circumstance 
Othello 

A  Queen  of  Curds  and  Cream 
A  Winter  s  Tale 

A  Spotless  Reputation 

Richard  II 

Reata:  or,  What's  in  a  Name? 

Romeo  and  Juliet 

Eva  Wilder  Brodhead 

Bound  in  Shallows 

Julius  Caesar 

Diana's  Livery 

Pericles 

An  Earthly  Paragon 

Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona 

Ministers  of  Grace 

Hamlet 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Edgar  Fawcett 

The  Evil  that  Men  Do 

Julius  Caesar 

Life's  Fitful  Fever 

Macbeth 

Outrageous  Fortune 

Hamlet 

A  Round  Unvarnished  Tale 
Othello 

M.  E.  Braddon 

Birds  of  Prey 

Measure  for  Measure 

Hostages  to  Fortune 

Her^r})  IV 

Taken  at  the  Flood 

Julius  Caesar 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Charles  Gibbon 

Fancy  Free 

A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 

A  Hard  Knot 

Twelfth  Night 

Was  Ever  Woman  in  this  Humour  Wooed? 
Richard  III 

Julian  Hawthorne 

A  Fool  of  Nature 

Hamlet 

Fortune's  Fool 

Romeo  and  Juliet 

The  Golden  Fleece 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 

Ellen  Olney  Kirk 

Love  in  Idleness 

A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 

A  Midsummer  Madness 

T Twelfth  Night 

A  Remedy   for  Love 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Brander  Matthews 

The  Action  and  the  Word 
Hamlet 

His  Father's  Son 

Hamlet 

This  Picture  and  That 
Hamlet 

F.  Frankfort  Moore 

The  Food  of  Love 

Tjvelfth  Night 

A  Grey  Eye  or  So 

Romeo  and  Juliet 

One  Fair  Daughter 

Hamlet 

David  C.  Murray 

This  Little  World 

Richard  II 

Time's  Revenges 

Tjvelfth  Night 

The  Weaker  Vessel 

Hem^  IV 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Mrs.  Alexander 

By  Woman's  Wit 

As  You  Like  It 

Her  Dearest  Foe 

Hamlet 

Grant  Allen 

Blood  Royal 

Hmr^  IV 

This  Mortal  Coil 

Hamlet 

Gertrude  Atherton 

What  Dreams  May  Come 
Hamlet 

A  Whirl  Asunder 

King  John 

Robert  Barr 

From   Whose    Bourne 

Hamlet 

The  Mutable  Many 

Coriolanus 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Mrs.  Lovett  Cameron 

Deceivers  Ever 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing 

Midsummer  Madness 

Twelfth  Night 

Rosa  N.  Carey 

Herb  of  Grace 

Hamlet 

Rue  with  a  Difference 

Hamlet 

Mortimer  Collins 

Sweet  Anne  Page 

The  Merr^  Wives  of  Windsor 

Sweet  and  Twenty 

Twelfth  Night 

Juliana  H.  Ewing 

Jack-an-apes 

//enrjj  V 

Tongues  in  Trees 

As  You  Like  It 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Jessie  Fothergill 

Made  or  Marred 

Othello 

One  of  Three 

Julius  Caesar 

Helen  H.  Gardener 

Is  This  Your  Son,  My  Lord? 
King  Lear 

Pray  You,  Sir,  Whose  Daughter? 

Love's  Labour's  Lost 

Arthur  S.  Hardy 

But  Yet  a  Woman 

Henr^  IV 

His  Daughter  First 

Henry  V 

IzA  DuFFUs  Hardy 

A  Broken  Faith 

Richard  III 

Love  in   Idleness 

A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Mary  Cecil  Hay 

Bid   Me    Discourse 

Venus  and  Adonis 

Under  Life's  Key 

All's  Well  that  Ends  Well 

Robert  Herrick 

Jock-O-Dreams 

Hamlet 

The  Web  of  Life 

AWs  Well  that  Ends  Well 

Eleanor  Holmes 

Life's  Fitful  Fever 

Macbeth 

Through  Another  Man's  Eyes 

As  You  Like  It 

Margaret  Hunt 

The  Hazard  of  the  Die 

Richard  III 

The  Leaden  Casket 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 


From      SHAKSPERE 


G.  P.  R.  James 

The  King's  Highway 

Richard  II 

The  Man  At  Arms 

Henr^  VI 

Henry  James 

The  Better  Sort 

Richard  II 

A  Passionate  Pilgrim 

Poems 

Richard  Jeffries 

The   Dewy   Morn 

Poems 

World's  End 


Much  Ado  about  Nothing 


Douglas  Jerrold 

Cakes  and  Ale 

Twelfth  Night 

Heart  of  Gold 

Hemv  IV 
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BOOK      TITLES 

George  Morley 

In  Russet  Mantle  Clad 
Hamlet 

Sweet  Audrey 

As  You  Like  It 

Mrs.  M.  W.  Oliphant 

A  Lover  and  His  Lass 

As  You  Like  It 

The   Primrose   Path 

Hamlet 

James  Payn 

A  Stumble  on  the  Threshold 
//enrp  VI 

Won,  Not  Wooed 

Titus  Andronicus 

Maria  L.  Pool 

Friendship  and  Folly 

As  You  Like  It 

A  Golden  Sorrow 

Hem})  VIII 
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From       SHAKSPERE 

F.  W.  Robinson 

Coward  Conscience 

Richard  III 

The  Hands  of  Justice 

Henry  IV 

M.  P.  Shiel 

The  Evil  That  Men  Do 

Julius  Caesar 

This  Knot  of  Life 

Anton})  and  Cleopatra 

Annie  Thomas 

Called  to  Account 

Henr})  IV 

A  Passion  in  Tatters 

Hamlet 

Bettina  von  Hutten 

He  and   Hecuba 

Hamlet 

Marr'd  in   Making 

Romeo  and  Juliet 
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BOOK      TITLES 

E.  V.  A. 

In  Maiden  Meditation 

A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 

Max  Adeler 

Elbow  Room 

King  John 

Anne  Short  Allen 
Merry  Hearts 

A  Winter's  Tale 

James  Lane  Allen 

The  Mettle  of  the  Pasture 
Henr^  V 

Hans  Christian  Andersen 

To  Be,  or  Not  to  Be? 
Hamlet 

Mary  Anderson 

Othello's  Occupation 

Othello 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

F.  Anstey 

The  Giant's   Robe 

Machelh 

William  F.  Apthorp 

What's  In  a  Name? 

Romeo  and  Juliet 

Richard  Ashe-King 

Passion's  Slave 

Hamlel 

Edwin  Atherstone 

A  Midsummer  Day's  Dream 

A  Midsummer  NighCs  Dream 

WOLCOTT  BaLESTIER 

Benefits  Forgot 

As  You  Like  It 

M.  C.  Balfour 

The  Fall  of  a  Sparrow 
Hamlet 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Beatrice  Helen  Barmby 

The  Gods  are  Just 

King  Lear 

Amelia  E.  Barr 

Master  of  His  Fate 

Julius  Caesar 

Frank  Barrett 

A  Recoiling  Vengeance 

A  Winter's  Tale 

Arlo  Bates 

A  Wheel  of  Fire 

King  Lear 

S.  G.  W.  Benjamin 

The  Multitudinous  Seas 
Macbeth 

J.  W.  Bennett 

A  Breed  of  Barren  Metal 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Walter  Besant  &  James  Rice 

The  Seamy  Side 

Othello 

Ambrose  Bierce 

Can   Such   Things    Be? 

Macbeth 

Harold  Bindloss 
Thrice  Armed 


Richard  111 


J.  V.  Blake 

More  Than  Kin 

Hamlet 

A.  Blanche 

Master  of  His  Fate 

Julius  Caesar 

A.  H.  K.  Boyd 

Our  Little  Life 

The  Tempest 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Margaret  Sutton  Briscoe 

Perchance  to  Dream 

Hamlet 

Rhoda  Broughton 

Not  Wisely   But  Too  Well 
Othello 

Alice  Brown 

Fools  of  Nature 

Hamlet 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Brown 

Whole  World  Kin 

Troilus  and  Cressida 

Robert  Buchanan 

Master  Spirits 

Julius  Caesar 

John  Bloundelle  Burton 

Fortune's  My  Foe 

The  Merr})  Wives  of  Windsor 
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From      SHAKSPERE 


Mrs.  Campbell-Praed 

The  Insane  Root 

Macbeth 


J.  N.  Carlyle 
Sour  Music 

Bliss  Carman 


Richard  II 


Behind  the  Arras 

Hamlet 

Robert  W.  Chambers 

The  Haunts  of  Men 

Romeo  and  Juliet 

Elizabeth  W.  Champney 

Rosemary  and  Rue 

A  Winter's  Tale 

S.  A,  Clarke 

Minnows  and  Tritons 

Coriolanus 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Bertha  M.  Clay 

True  Love  Never  Runs  Smooth 

A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 

J.  MacLaren  Cobban 
Master  of  His  Fate 

Julius  Caesar 

Hugh  Conway 

Slings  and  Arrow^s 

Hamlet 

Denton  Cook 

Over  Head  and  Ears 

A  IVinte/s  Tale 

Marie  Corelli 

Temporal  Power 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 

J.  T.  Cornish 

This  Was  a  Man 

Julius  Caesar 
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From      SHAKSPERE 


Ralph  Adams  Cram 

Black  Spirits  and  White 
Macheih 

F.  Marion  Crawford 

Love  in  Idleness 


A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 


W.  Cyples 

Hearts  of  Gold 

Henr^  IV 

Alan  Dale 

His  Own  Image 

Hamlet 

Ella  D'Arcy 

Modern  Instances 

As  You  Like  It 

William  Stearns  Davis 

A  Friend  to  Caesar 

Julius  Caesar 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Margaret  Deland 

The  Wisdom  of  Fools 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing 

BURFORD  DeLANNOY 

The  Pound  of  Flesh 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 

Harry  W.  Desmond 

The  Heart  of  Woman 

Julius  Caesar 

William  Dodson 

A  Choice  of  Chance 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 

Lily  Dougall 

Beggars  All 

Hem})  IV 

Edmund  Downey 

A  House  of  Tears 

Romeo  and  Juliet 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Charlotte  Dunning 

Upon  a  Cast 

Richard  III 

A.   V,    DUTTON 

Wisdom's   Folly 

Loves  Labour  s  Lost 

Alice  Morse  Earle 

A  Book  of  The  Sweet  o'  The  Year 
A  Winter  s  Tale 

Annie  Edwards 

A  Point  of  Honour 

Richard  II 

J.  B.  Ellis 

The  Dread  and  Fear  of  Kings 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 

Walter  Emmanuel 

The  Dogs  of  War 

Julius  Caesar 

35 


BOOK      TITLES 

Olive  P.  Fairchild 

The  Choice  of  Chance 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 

G.  Manville  Fenn 

Thereby  Hangs  a  Tale 

As  You  Like  It  (etc.) 

Emily  P.  Finnemore 

A  King  of  Shreds  and  Patches 
Hamlet 

Edward  Fitzgerald 

Polonius:     A    Collection    of   Wise    Saws    and 
Modern  Instances 

Hamlet,  and  As  You  Like  It 

G.  FlTZSTEPHEN 

More   Kin   than   Kind 

Hamlet 

Harford  Fleming 

A  Carpet  Knight 

Twelfth  Night 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

May  Agnes  Fleming 

A  Mad  Marriage 

Tht  Taming  of  the  Shren> 

Justus  Miles  Forman 

Journey's  End 

Tivelfth  Night 

Ellen  Thornycroft  Fowler 

Kate  of  Kate  Hall 

The  Taming  of  the  Shrejv 

R.  E.  Francillon 

Face  to  Face 

Richard  II 

Hain   Friswell 

A  Daughter  of  Eve 

The  Merr^  Wives  of  Windsor 

Frederick  James  Gant 

What  a  Piece  of  Work  is  Man! 
Hamlet 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Agnes  Giberne 

The  Rack  of  this  Tough  World 
King  Lear 

Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman 

In  This.  Our  World 

As  You  Like  It 

Algernon  Gissing 

Knitters  in  the  Sun 

Twelfth  Night 

Nat.  Gould 

The  Web  of  Life 

All's  Well  that  Ends  Well 

Mrs.  Aylmer  Gowing 

Merely   Players 

As  You  Like  It 

Kenneth  Grahame 

The  Golden  Age 

The  Tempest 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Arthur  Griffiths 

Fast  and  Loose 

Loves  Lahoufs  Lost 

H.  R.  Haggard  &  Andrew  Lang 

The  World's  Desire 

Loves  Labour  s  Lost 

Gertrude  Hall 

Foam  of  the  Sea 

Timon  of  Athens 

Thomas  Hardy 

Under  the  Greenwood  Tree 

As  You  Like  It 

Marion  Harland 

More  than  Kin 

Hamlet 

Joel  Chandler  Harris 

On  the  Wing  of  Occasions 

The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Mrs.  Burton  Harrison 

Sweet  Bells  Out  of  Tune 
Hamlet 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne 

Twice  Told  Tales 

King  John 

Headon  Hill 

Millions  of  Mischief 

Julius  Caesar 

Robert  Hichens 

Tongues  of  Conscience 

Richard  III 

Silas  Hocking 

Where  Duty  Lies 

Hem})  IV 

Mrs.  Cashel  Hoey 

A  Golden  Sorrow 

Henry  VIII 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Eleanor  Holmes 

Through  Another  Man's  Eyes 
As  You  Like  It 

Anthony  Hope 

Sport  Royal 

Treeljth  Night 

Arabella  M.  Hopkinson 

Life's  Fitful  Fever 

Macbeth 

E.  W.  HORNUNG 

Young  Blood 

Loves  Labour  s  Lost 

Blanche  W.  Howard  &  William  Sharp 

A  Fellowe  and  His  Wife 
Othello 

F.  H.  Howe 

Thy  Name  is  Woman 

Hamlet 
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BOOK      TITLES 

William  C.  Hudson 

On  the  Rack 

Othello 

Margaret  H.  Hungerford 

As  It  Fell  Upon  a  Day 

Poems 

Leigh  Hunt,  Coleridge,  and  others 

Table  Talk 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 

William  Johnston 

Under  Which  King? 

Henr^  IV 

Florence  F.  Kelly 

With   Hoops  of  Steel 

Hamlet 

Myra  Kelly 

A  Touch  of  Nature 

Troilus  and  Cressida 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Arabella  Kenealy 

The  Whips  of  Time 

Hamlet 

Edna  Kenton 

What  Manner  of  Man 

Henr^  IV 

Basil  King 

The  Giant's  Strength 

Measure  for  Measure 

Charles  King 

A  Wounded  Name 

Hamlet 

Katherine  King 

The  Bubble  Reputation 

As  You  Like  It 

Charles  Kingsley 

Westward  Ho! 

Twelfth  Night 
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BOOK      TITLES 

RuDYARD  Kipling 

Mine  Own   People 

The  Merr^  Wives  of  Windsor 

Joseph  Krauskopf 

The  Seven  Ages  of  Man 

As  You  Like  It 

F.  P.  Ladd 

One   Fair  Daughter 

Hamlet 

Ferrier  Langworthy 
Slaves  of  Chance 


A  Winter's  Tale 


C.  E.  Lawrence 


Much  Ado  About  Something 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing 

Margaret  Lee 

One  Touch  of  Nature 

Troilus  and  Cressida 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

J.  Lemon 

A  Divided  Duty 

Olhello 

Ethel  L.  Linton 

With  a  Silken  Thread 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing 

Julie  M.  Lippman 

Jock  o'  Dreams 

Hamlet 

Hattie  H.  Louthan 

This  Was  a  Man 

Julius  Caesar 

Mrs.  Alfred  Lyttelton 

The  Touch  of  Sorrow 

AWs   Well  that  Ends   Well 

Maarten  Maartens 

The   Greater  Glory 

The  Merchant  of  Venice 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Hamilton  W.  Mabie 

The  Forest  of  Arden 

As  You  Like  It 

Justin  McCarthy 

Dear  Lady  Disdain 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing 

A.  L.  McCausland 

Sermons  in  Stones 

As  You  Like  It 

George  Barr  McCutcheon 

The   Day  of  the   Dog 

Hamlet 

William  McLennan  &  J.  M.  McIlwraith 

The  Span  o'  Life 

Othello 

Julia  Magruder 

A  Heaven  Kissing  Hill 
Hamlet 
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From      SHAKSPERE 

Mary  E.  Mann 

Fortune's  Cap 

Hamlet 

Florence  Marryat 

Her  Lord  and  Master 

The  Corned'^  of  Errors 

Charles  L.  Marsh 

Opening  the  Oyster 

The  Merr})  Wives  of  Windsor 

Evan  May 

Much  in  a  Name 

Romeo  and  Juliet 

L.  T.  Meade 

Heart  of  Gold 

Henr^  IV 

Helen  &  Lewis  Melville 

Full  Fathom  Five 

The  Tempest 
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BOOK      TITLES 

Leonard  Merrick 

This  Stage  of  Fools 

King  Lear 

Samuel  Merwin 

His  Little  World 

Richard  II 

Jean  Middlemass 

A  Wheel  of  Fire 
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